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Although the thick-rimmed glAsses and sleek, short hair-
styles of the 1950s have evolved to lAsik eye surgery and messy 

bed-head, the mission of the Boy scouts of America 
has remained constant. “the goal is to build character 
in youths,” says derek Bechtel, director of develop-

ment for the grand canyon council. “it’s all about serving kids 
and giving them good direction.”

that’s been the guiding principle of the BsA, which celebrates 
its 100th anniversary this year — it’s been around in Arizona for 
89 years. robert Baden-Powell, who established the Boy scouts in 
1910, wanted an organization through which youths could learn 
about the environment and develop leadership skills to apply 
within their communities. 

Scouting Report
This year, the Boy Scouts of America  
celebrates its 100th anniversary. Although  
the organization is only 89 in Arizona,  
there’s still a lot of local history.
By Jodi Cisman

scouts have the opportunity to earn 
any of 121 merit badges in such disci-
plines as canoeing and archery at camps 
scattered throughout Arizona, including 
outposts like camp geronimo, which opened at hewitt station in 
magma, Arizona, in 1922. today, geronimo is a year-round camp 
north of Payson.

the pursuit of merit badges has played a significant role in 
the evolution of the scouts’ attire. While shirts and pants have 
remained fairly basic, other than the addition of cargo pockets and 
a more water-resistant material, the differences are in the details. 

Buttons, for example, have gone from metal to plastic, and 
belts are much sturdier. interestingly, the scouts’ socks have gone 
through dozens of redesigns, from old-fashioned calf-high stock-
ings in the Boy scouts’ early years to 21st century low-cut ath-
letic anklets. “When i was a scout in the 1980s and ’90s, we had 
knee-high socks with a red band at the top,” Bechtel says. “No one 
wanted to wear those.”

uniforms are constantly being restructured for functionality, 
but not necessarily style. “they even have pants where the bot-
tom part of the leg can be unzipped to make shorts,” Bechtel says. 

“they had nothing like that back in my day.”
Whether it’s the improved uniforms or something else, the 

number of scouts in Arizona is on the rise. When Boy scouts orga-
nizers met in mesa in 1921 to form the Arizona chapter, they did so 
over a cup of joe. that summer, only nine troops with 204 scouts 
attended the first camp, which was held at irons ranch near supe-
rior. there, the theodore roosevelt and grand canyon councils 
merged, adopting the latter’s name for its national identity.

today, Arizona has 2,886 troops composed of 58,865 members. 
despite the growing numbers, the mission is still the same — only 
the uniforms are different.

p h o e n i x

This month 
in history
■ in July 1858, the 
Butterfield over-
land stage Line 
opened a station 
at apache Pass 
in southeastern 
arizona. 

■ The maricopa & 
Phoenix Railroad 
arrived in Phoenix 
for the first time on 
July 4, 1887. Before 
that day, passengers 
had to travel 30 
miles to maricopa to 
catch the train.

■ a 1-square-mile 
site in what is now 
the city of mesa was 
officially registered 
on July 17, 1878. The 
mormon settle-
ment’s original 
name was Fort 
Utah, but when the 
site was moved 
to a nearby mesa, 
residents changed 
the name.

Our July 1960 issue was dedicated to the 
ancient crafts of Arizona’s Native American 
tribes. Included were Hopi basket makers, 
who weaved colorful designs into storage 
baskets with cloud symbols and animal 
drawings, and Navajo artists, who pounded 
sterling silver into intricate rings and neck-
laces with bright turquoise stones.

50 years ago
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The snake Patrol, of scottsdale’s Troop 446, gathers in the 
Adirondack Cabin at Camp geronimo in Payson in 1962.


