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Raising the Bar

Fifty-seven years ago, Russ Kapp built a cherry-stained
mahogany bar for the grand reopening of the Stockyards
Restaurant and 1889 Saloon in Phoenix. Today, the 91-year-old
craftsman still bellies up to his masterpiece every chance he gets.
By JODI CISMAN

p

Stroll into The Stockyards Restau“That’s how we got the scale.”
rant in Phoenix, pull up a stool at the bar
Kapp Cabinets — the company that
in the 1889 Saloon, and don’t be surprised if Kapp owned and operated for more than
you feel as if you’ve stepped
30 years with his brother Charlie — built
back in time — about 100
the bar in 1954. Since then, the centerpiece
h o e n i x
years back in time.
of the saloon hasn’t changed much, other
The back wall of the magnificent bar is
than the three broken bar stools and the
lined with six wooden arches, beautifully
addition of a marble slab on the counter.
carved out of cherry-stained Honduras
“We do very little upkeep on the bar,” says
mahogany and aglow with light from the
Gary Lasko, who owns the restaurant and
large custom-made crystal chandelier that
saloon, which are located near 48th Street
hangs front and center. The bar, with its perand Washington in Phoenix. “Because it’s so
fectly symmetrical engravings, is the handiwell-made, we don’t have to.”
work of 91-year-old Russ Kapp, who still
It’s a typical report on most things
frequents the saloon bar every chance he gets. manufactured by Kapp Cabinets, whose
“We drew up the bar from an old phoemployees prided themselves on producing
tograph,” Kapp says in a deep, husky voice.
top-quality work for their customers. “We
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built almost every bar in Phoenix at one
time,” Kapp says. In addition, his company
also created the fixtures for Ryan-EvansDrug Stores. Kapp’s work was prominent
around the Phoenix area, and that exposure eventually caught the eye of Helen
Tovrea. Her husband, Edward Tovrea,
owned an extensive stockyard near the site
of the present-day restaurant.
Tovrea — or, as fellow cattle businessmen called him, the “Cattle Baron” —
opened the Tovrea Stockyards in 1919 on
175 acres of land near what is now 48th
Street and Van Buren. At the height of
its existence, the feedlot held as many as
300,000 head of cattle. It was so busy that
in 1947, the Tovreas opened The Stockyards
Restaurant and 1889 Saloon, which became
a popular watering hole for cattlemen,
bankers and
The Stockyards Restaurant and
local politi1889 Saloon is located at 5009
E. Washington Street in Phoecians. Six years
nix. For more information, call
later, however,
602-273-7378 or visit www.
stockyardssteakhouse.com.
a fire destroyed

